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A - Acquisition

C - Assimilation D - Adaptation

B - Application
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Test Question Evaluation Worksheet

 Directions: For each of the following test questions, indicate the appropriate level of Rigor and
Relevance.

1 The phrase “x to the fifth power” is represented by which mathematical expression?

A. x
5 
B. 5

x 
C. 5x D. 5 + x

2 The pressure (voltage) of a battery for a bus or truck employing a diesel engine is
usually 24V, if you use  two 12V batteries how should they be connected to produce
the necessary 24 volts?

3 The wholesale price of books bought by a book seller  increase from $3.00 to $3.50.
He had been selling the books at  $4.00. What price must he sell the books  at to
make the same percentage profit.?

4 The distance between two parts of a cell, measured using a microscope that enlarges
5.7 million times, was 2.43 cm. Calculate the true distance separating these two parts
in micrometers.

5 Your boss tells you to find the best deal in cellular phone service. Economy service is
$19.95 per month plus 31¢ per minute of airtime. Silver service is $40.95 per month
plus 16¢ per minute. Gold service is $80.95 per month with unlimited airtime. Define
variables. Write equations. Make tables and graphs. Find slopes and points of
intersection. For each plan, how much airtime will $100 buy? For what range of airtime
is each plan cheapest?

6 After reading Chaucer’s “Prologue” to The Canterbury Tales. Select two characters
you find intriguing from the “Prologue,” and create a written dialog between them.
Stress both the differences and commonalties so that the dialog reveals two distinct
personalities.

7 Which of these substances is found in every living cell?
A. protein B. chlorophyll C. cellulose D. starch E. hemoglobin

8 Jose wants to build a triangular pen for his pet rabbit. He has three lengths of boards
already cut that measure 7 feet, 8 feet, and 16 feet. Explain why Jose cannot construct
a pen in the shape of a triangle with sides of 7 feet, 8 feet, and 16 feet.

9 The NuFone Communications Company must
run a telephone line between two poles at
opposite ends of a lake, as shown in the
accompanying diagram. The length and width
of the lake are 75 feet and 30 feet,
respectively.  What is the distance between
the poles?

10 After examining and comprehending the Bill of Rights,  rewrite an
amendment or create a new one for the 21st century.

R/R Level
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Aligning Standards, Tests and Essential Skills to Improve Instruction
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Directions:  For each of the standards, list student work that would enable students
to learn that standard. Start with a generic type of student work and complete the
item with a specific task related to that area of learning.

Example:
Standard/Topic Student Work

Apply in writing the rules of
grammar, punctuation and
spelling

Gather information from a variety
of sources and summarize and
analyze

Follow oral directions

Know how to decipher unfamiliar
words

Perform operations with numbers
including decimals, ratios, per-
cents, and fractions

Understand characteristics of
parallel lines

Understand best procedures for
statistical data collection, organi-
zation, and display

Understand how and why rotation
and revolution of Earth affect day,
seasons, and weather

Understand systems of human
body

Make observation of the local
environment using senses and
instruments

Practice Linking Standards
 and Student Work

Standard/Topic Student Work

use maps and scale drawings to
represent real objects or places

construct a scale model of a house

Worksheet
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Planning Rigorous and Relevant Instruction

Test Question Development

Directions:  In the first box, develop a test question. Use the second box to revise the
       question at a higher level of knowledge and/or application.

Test Question

Revised Question
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Checklist for Rigorous and Relevant
Teaching and Learning

The teaching design
Is planned using data on students and curriculum.
Is clearly linked to priority state standards.
Has an expectation for levels of rigor and relevance.
Uses appropriate assessments aligned with the rigor and relevance of expectations.
Is clearly guided by big ideas and essential questions.
Uses strategies that are aligned with the rigor and relevance of expectations.
Includes the knowledge and skills necessary for expected student performance.
Uses authentic performance tasks calling for students to demonstrate their understanding and apply knowledge
and skills.
Uses clear evaluation criteria and performance standards evaluations of student products and performances.
Uses  a variety of resources. The textbook is only one resource among many.

The classroom
Has student work and essential questions as central to classroom activities.
Has high expectations and incentives for all students to achieve the expected performance.
Has a culture that treats students and their ideas with dignity and respect.
Displays evaluation criteria or scoring guides.
Has samples of high-quality student work on display.

The teacher
Informs students of the expected performance, essential questions, performance requirements, and assessment
criteria at the beginning of the lesson or unit.
Engages students’ interest when introducing a lesson.
Uses a variety of strategies that match the expected level of rigor and relevance and learning styles of students.
Facilitates students’ active construction of meaning (rather than simply telling).
Effectively uses questioning, coaching, and feedback to stimulate student reflection.
Facilitates student acquisition of basic knowledge and skills  necessary for student performance.
Differentiates instruction to meet individual student needs.
Adjusts instruction as necessary on reflection and feedback from students.
Uses information from ongoing assessments to check for student learning and misconceptions along the way.
Uses a variety of resources to promote understanding.

The students
Can describe the goals (student performance) of the lesson or unit.
Can explain what they are doing and why (i.e., how today’s work relates to the larger unit or course goals).
Are engaged throughout the lesson or unit.
Can describe the criteria by which their work will be evaluated.
Are engaged in activities that help them to apply what they have learned.
Demonstrate that they are learning the background knowledge and skills that support the student performance
and essential questions.
Have opportunities to generate relevant questions.
Are able to explain and justify their work and their answers.
Use the criteria or scoring guides to revise their work.

International Center for Leadership in Education
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Title

Focus

Student Learning

Performance Task

Standards

Scoring Guide

Source

Subject(s)

Standards

Identify subject, course, unit and students to be served

Identify concepts, knowledge, skills and behaviors

RIGOROUS AND RELEVANT STUDENT PERFORMANCES

Describe the student work used to demonstrate learning

Link this lesson to state or national standards or International Center Essential Skills

Attach copies of scoring guide or rubric to assess performance task

Lesson Plan (optional) Attach copies of teacher procedures and student activities

Exemplars (optional) Attach copies, descriptions or images of exemplary student work

Lesson Plan (optional) Attach copies of teacher procedures and student activities
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Title

Performance Task

Criteria

Scoring Guide

RIGOROUS AND RELEVANT STUDENT ASSESSMENTS

Describe the student work used to demonstrate learning

List major criteria that will be used to assess student performance

Draft Scoring Guide for this Performance Task

Type of Scoring Guide Select Type

 Holistic   Checklist  Analytic,   Mini-rubric

10



Lesson Reflection Worksheet

Identify a unit of instruction that you have recently taught or a learning experience
you’re your students completed.

Name of unit or experience._________________________________

Briefly identify what you expected students to learn in this unit or experience.

Describe the key student work that students did as part of this unit or experience?

What Rigor/Relevance Quadrant did you teach it at?

What Rigor/Relevance Quadrant would you teach it at?

What assessment would you use?

Complete the Rigor/Relevance Lesson Planning Checklist reflecting on this lesson you
have just described.
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Taking Action
Identify the objective of what you intend to do as a follow up action. Then brainstorm
and identify actions to be taken, who will take responsibility and date to be accomplished.
Finally identify the data or measure that will be used to evaluate the effectiveness of
actions taken.

Rigorous and Relevant Learning for All Students

Identified Objective: What do you plan to accomplish?

Data to Measure Effectiveness: What will be different and how will you know?

By When?Who will do this?Actions to be Taken: What do you plan do?
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